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City Review
Feature Interview: Chen Chu, Kaohsiung City Mayor; Tim Eing-Ming Wu, 2013
APCS Secretariat president.

Examining Urban Values from the Asia Pacific Cities
Summit

Wen-Ying Hsu

In the field of international diplomacy, cities can play many roles and functions.
Partnerships with city governments formed at the national and international level can
help collectively solve issues in global society. Kaohsiung City faces the challenge of
deepening international partnerships beyond simple twin-cities relationships. As result,
building a humanistic civic culture and discourses of city diplomacy and international
strategy has become a central task for city leaders.

The launch of the Asia Pacific Cities Summit (ACPS) by the Brisbane City
government in 1996 aimed to promote friendly relations between the cities in the Asia-
Pacific region. In recent years, aside from urban development issues, there has been a
focus on economic and trade cooperation between cities in the region, enhancing the
economic development of the Asia-Pacific region and its important cities. The summit
is held every two years, hosted by Brisbane and cities outside Australia. It attracts over
one thousand diverse individuals from one over hundred cities to discuss urban issues,
promote interaction between cities and their residents, and create new patterns of common
city interest. ¥ Kaohsiung established a sister city relationship with Brisbane in 1997, and
has actively participated in the each of the Asia Pacific Cities Summits. This has solidified
the cities friendly bilateral relations with other cities in the Asia-Pacific region, and in

2013 Kaohsiung City earned the right to host the summit for the first time.

Wen-Ying Hsu is assistant professor of General Education Center as well as Director of Research
Department, Open University of Kaohsiung, Kaohsiung, Taiwan. <wyhsu@ouk.edu.tw>
@ Refer to Asia Pacific Cities Forum website (http://www.2013apcs.org/).
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“The Asia Pacific Cities Summit represents a positive community of
sustainability, an association of progressive and cooperation sharing,
and an area of prosperity, care, and security.”

(Chen Chu, Kaohsiung City Mayor, September 15", 2009)

In recent years, the scope of the Asia Pacific Cities Summit has expanded, and
become an important forum for political, economic, and trade cooperation across the
Asia-Pacific. The theme of the 2009 Asia Pacific Cities Summit Mayor’s Forum was
creative urban development. Kaohsiung City presented a report on creating a creative,
innovative, and enabling sustainable city. Kaohsiung City mayor Chen Chu expressed her
hopes for the future of the Asia Pacific Cities Summit, expressing the belief that the Asia
Pacific Cities Summit represents a positive community of sustainability, an association
of progressive and cooperation sharing, and an area of prosperity, care, and security. This
group of cities can create more energetic partnerships in the context of global economic
upheaval, and increase their capacities for positive collective action in the context of
global governance. In the future, Kaohsiung City hopes that as its partners in the Asia
Pacific Cities Summit face the major issue of “climate change urban governance,”’they
need to adopt a new model of governance. Therefore, this is not simply an issue of
responding to climate change, but also delivering a transformation in the governance.

Cities are living in an era of globalization, and urban leaders across the globe face
fierce competition with rival cities. The mission of Kaohsiung City is to create a happy
city, enabling residents to live without worry, and encourage visitors to come to the city.
Cities are open and free flowing spaces that allow people to come together.Cities must
constantly strive to modernize in areas such as creativity, innovation, and enabling. They
are facing a steady stream of new challenges, risks, and crisis. Kaohsiung City hopes that
the Asia Pacific Cities Summit can use intensive discussions to create enabling power for
cities in the region.

The achievements of city are not only reflected in the eco-system services that are
the core focus of the city’s governance team, but also in the ability to realize innovative
capability. The development goals of Kaohsiung City are to produce a creative,
innovative, and enabling sustainable city, giving city residents to opportunity to share a

culturally diverse city. In July 2009, Kaohsiung City successfully hosted the 2009 World
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Games, showcasing a welcoming city that hosted 5,000 competitors from nearly 100
countries. During the World Games, the whole world saw that hosting a sporting event
can make a city more attractive and tolerant. Kaohsiung City was united in the hope that
the 2009 World Games would deliver a unique style and legacy to the city, becoming
a source of collective pride for cities in the Asia Pacific region. The spirit, values, and
proposals of the “2007 Brisbane Declaration,” have been incorporated into all aspects
of Kaohsiung City’s administration, forming the basis for the city’s development and
internationalization. These principals also formed the basis for marketing the city on the
international stage during the 2009 World Games. In addition, International World Games
(IWGA) chair Ron Froehlich offered praise for Kaohsiung City at the closing ceremony
to the World Games.

In terms of public infrastructure, the city has invested heavily in the “Heart of the
Love River” and “Kaohsiung National Stadium,”and won prizes from the International
Real Estate Federation (FIABCI), including the “FIABCI Prix d'Excellence 2009 and the
“FIABCI-Taiwan Real Estate Excellence 2009 Competition.” Kaohsiung City’s style and
vitality is created by urban aesthetics, green architecture, and green infrastructure, which
have given the city new vitality and a greater quality of life. The development of wetland
parks, urban green corridors, and forest parks have produced high quality new living
spaces. Furthermore, innovative public-private partnership reward schemes to beautify the
city have achieved the twin goals of public participation and urban sustainability. In terms
of international public participation, in 2005, Kaohsiung City became an “International
Human Rights City,”and from 2008 has organized activities to mark International Human
Rights Day. For the 2009 UN International Year of Human Rights Learning, the city
devoted itself to ensuring that the diverse groups and cultures in the city are respected and
putting in place modern human rights values through a process of urban innovation.

In order to promote urban innovation, a city needs to look at the world with new
eyes. A city needs to apply its own creative development and enabling action, as well
as exchanges with other cities in the region to produce new possibilities. Kaohsiung
City sincerely hopes that members of the Asia Pacific Cities Summit can fulfill their
responsibilities as members of the global village, restoring the city as a basis for restoring
the world, and ensuring that city residents take real action and responsibility in their

individual lives. Kaohsiung City hopes to use institutional infrastructure to put into
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practice the 2007 Brisbane Declaration. Good governance makes “breakthroughs” into
“possibilities,” while citizen participation gives the “possibilities” their “energy.” In the
future, there are likely to be more civic movements in urban society, enabling the ideas of
city residents to become the soul and impetus for urban design and urban development.
City residents can therefore not only enjoy the present, but also look forward to the
future, as well as enjoying the legacies of the past as the city develops. In particular, it is
hoped that the Asia Pacific Cities Summit becomes a force for genuine enabling of the
city’s residents.

The theme of the 2011 Asia Pacific Cities Summit was the Business of Cities,
investigating environmental issues, energy issues, economic development, the high-
tech industry, public-private partnerships, and sharing case studies from the region.
During the summit, the Mayor’s Forum agreed the Mayors’ Accord Brisbane— Australia’
s New World City Accord 2011. By signing this accord, cities in the Asia-Pacific region
hope to strengthen business and trade ties, environmental protection, and sustainable
development, and use smart technology to link cities together and maintain the peace and

security of the region.

“Local world and the international world are both part of the same
world, cultures are not ‘high’ or ‘low’, they are unique.”

I |
(Tim E.M. Wu, 2013 APCS Secretriat President, March 25", 2013) M

The 2013 Asia Pacific Cities Summit will be held in Taiwan’s Kaohsiung éity for
the first time, with the theme “Reshaping the Urbanomics of Cities—City Challenges
City Solutions.” Faced with a worsening financial condition and a degraded environment,
cities in the Asia Pacific have advocated an urban economy that is both culturally and
ecologically embedded. They focus on realizing multiple linkages between people and
communities, and local communities with the overall direction of the city, creating new
urban wealth, job opportunities, food safety, and sustainable and resilient development.
The work of the city is the livelihood of its people. The global responsibility of the city
should be to work collaboratively towards the United Nations Millennium Development
Goals (UNMDGs).

The 2013 Asia Pacific Cities Summit will enable participants to share experiences

on the themes of “Diverse Urban Participation and Global Conversations,” “Using the
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Domain of the City to Describe the Map of the World,” “Raising the Brand of the City
to a Universal Value,” and “The Resilience of the City Maintaining the Happiness of the
People.”Participants will gather for a groundbreaking discussion on urban governance
issues and optimum operational strategies, and new opportunities to expand cooperation
with business. The meeting will seek to remold urban economies around three main
themes, “Passing on Urban Models,” “Creating Value from Urban Brands,” and “City
Cooperation Alliances,” providing new drivers for the development of the region and a
new a chapter in the development of urban governance.

As the host city, the 2013 APCS Secretariat president Prof. Tim Eing-Ming Wu
believes profoundly that the “local world and the international world are both part of the
same world, cultures are not ‘high’ or ‘low’, they are unique.” Every city has its own
“innovative model” that can be a learning model for other cities. However, passing on
urban models requires the joint participation and molding of outstanding leadership,
lively civil society, and innovative and responsible businesses. A remolding of the city
economy must be intrinsically linked to the urban ecology, culture, aesthetics, and ethics,
and a joining together of hard power and soft power centered on city residents. This can
form the basis for creating new urban wealth, which is a resource that city residents can
enjoy their everyday life, as well as a source of well-being and pride.

The urban brand is the power of urban civilization. Every city believes in the
myth that it is the “best” or “unique.” However, it is also true that every city has its own
particular advantages. The management of the urban brand requires new appreciation
and integration. Every city has its own features—its importance lies in discovering a city’
s selling points, enabling the city to stand out in the global competition and create new
value. Faced with the mobility, penetration, linkages, and dependence that are the features
of globalization, the “urban governance” of cities in the Asia-Pacific region must learn
how to use “network governance” to participate in “global governance,” revealing a
cross-border and cross-domain vision and the capacity to jointly resolve global conflicts.
Based around the issue of “Revitalizing Cooperation between Cities,” the 2013 Asia
Pacific Cities Summit will seek examples of cooperation, partnerships, and network
linkages between cities, using the integration of resources and action alliances to provide
collectively for the future of cities.

The 2013 Asia Pacific Cities Summit has also added a completely new element—a



JOURNAL OF
URBANOLOGY

youth social enterprise business proposal competition, giving youth leaders a key role
in promoting the development of social enterprises across the entire Asia-Pacific region.
These creative business proposals presented by young leaders provide new sources of
values for the urban living environment and the labor market, producing sustainable
solutions to problems. The objective of the competition was to allow young leaders to
reflect on the challenges faced by the city and provide business models that can work
locally, enabling the city and business to join together to create a win-win situation.

In the context of globalization, the MICE industry has already become an important
part of today’s knowledge economy. Green-MICE has already formed the backdrop to
the linkages of information technology and low carbon energy. According to statistics
from the International Congress & Convention Association (ICCA), Taiwan’s reputation
for holding international conferences is constantly improving. Following the 2009 World
Games, the 2013 Asia Pacific Cities Summit marks another major city-level international
meeting for Kaohsiung City. By winning the rights to host the summit, Kaohsiung City
hopes it can ultimately invigorate its economic development. The ripple effects of hosting
the meeting can help the development of other industries, including accommodation,
catering, transportation, tourism, and renovation, promoting the sales of physical and non-
physical products, forming a large enterprise linkage effect, and effectively increasing
the urban employment rate. The platform for information exchange provided by the
summit and associated business activities held during the period will provide summit
representatives, sponsors, and exhibitors with the chance to meet with potential local
customers, investors, and partners, further expanding business opportunities. At the same
time, by increasing the exposure of the exhibition at home and abroad, foreign businesses
and buyers will be attracted to Taiwan to attend the exhibition, establishing a platform for
exchange linking international markets, expanding opportunities to export and collaborate
with other businesses.

Taiwan still has room for improvement in the scale and competitiveness of its
trade exhibitions. Cities can use major international exhibitions to bring the value-added
benefits from buyers visiting Taiwan to purchase products. The advantages gained by the
host country of major international exhibitions lies in the fact that the host can organize
business-matching activities. The right to match business activities and select which

industrial sectors are included can provide business opportunities to enterprises and
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industries in the host country. Therefore, as Kaohsiung City has won the rights to host the
“2013 Asia Pacific Cities Summit,” it is hoped that the summit can work with the green
energy, digital cultural and creative, convention tourism, and biotech medical industries
that are currently being actively promoted by the Kaohsiung City government, as well
as hold new exhibitions for other peripheral industries, helping the development of
emerging industries, and increasing export and cooperation opportunities. In response to
the needs of the city’s industries and exhibitors, it is hoped that in the future the city can
host International Sports and Leisure Industry Show and the International Fastener Show,
providing various incentives and increasing the number of buyers invited to Taiwan
to increase the internationalization and international recognition of the exhibitions. At
present, Kaohsiung is focusing its efforts on the promotion of the low-carbon clean
energy industry, marine industry, cultural and creative tourism, logistics, and high
quality agricultural industry. Business matching will give local enterprises greater access
to information and business opportunities within a short period of time, while direct
negotiations with policy-makers and business leaders from different countries around
the world will help promote business activities and technical exchanges. Kaohsiung
City hopes to make the Asia Pacific Cities Summit into a Brisbane-based NGO, with
the various host cities of the Summit collectively working for the collective interests
of the public in the Asia Pacific region. The Asia Pacific Cities Summit is not a site for
competition between different cities, and in the future, the Summit will be able to go
further by providing a platform for business marketing and operations, providing a basis
for the long-term sustainability of the Asia Pacific Cities Summit. In addition, an Asia-
Pacific urban governance database will be set up for the use of members.

In the keynote speech for the 2012 Asia Pacific Cities Summit, former New York
Mayor Rudy Giuliani, speaking on urban governance, commented that “cities define
nations,” suggesting that Paris defines France, New York defined the United States, and
Beijing defines China. The image of the city is often larger than the state, showing the
importance of urban governance. City leaders should make use of the unique style of the
city to manifest the meaning and values of the nation and its residents. Brisbane Mayor
Graham Quirk has pointed out that as mayor, he only signed a small number of sister
city agreements, and instead emphasized the deepening of friendship and cooperation

with each sister city, placing quality over quantity. Therefore, although many cities have
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expressed a wish to sign sister city agreements with Brisbane, Brisbane has adopted a
policy of proceeding with caution. Kaohsiung City’s active participation in international
city diplomacy networks will be reflected in future city values. The residents of the city

should jointly strive to meet these challenges in the future.
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