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Wetland City: Izumi Wintering Habitat of cranes

protect and promote wise use of wetlands

Masanobu HORI

Abstract

Izumi City is located in the northwestern part of Kagoshima Prefecture on the island of Kyushu in
southwestern Japan, and is internationally recognized as an important wintering ground where Hooded Cranes and
White-naped Cranes migrate and overwinter each year from mid-October to March. Through community-wide
crane conservation efforts, the city has maintained a rare environment in which cranes can be observed at close
range near human settlements. This has been supported by the designation of cranes as a Special Natural
Monument in 1952 and by continuous efforts to promote coexistence between cranes and people. At present, the
city, in cooperation with and cost-sharing by the national and prefectural governments, carries out supplementary
feeding of cranes to prevent crop damage, establishes protected areas for cranes, conducts disease control
measures to prevent the spread of avian influenza, and implements agricultural damage control. Following its
designation as a Ramsar Wetland City in 2022, the city is promoting policies that balance wetland conservation
with sustainable use. Current efforts focus on international exchange with regions such as Taiwan, tourism
promotion, and avian influenza control measures, including the designation of access routes for visitors. Looking
ahead, through branding as a wetland city, the promotion of ecotourism, and strengthened environmental
education, the city aims to make sustainable use of local resources and to pass on both the natural environment

and a sense of attachment to the region to future generations.

Keywords: Wetlands, Crane Conservation, Ecotourism, Environment, Wise Use
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